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PART I: Independent Reading Philosophy
 A student’s ability to effectively read, engage with, and analyze a text is key to ensuring their life-long
success in academics and beyond. According to Nancie Atwell, author of In the Middle and The
Reading Zone, it is “frequent, voluminous book reading that makes readers. [Students who read
frequently] build fluency, stamina, vocabulary, confidence, critical abilities, habits, tastes, and
comprehension” (Atwell, 2010). A key tenant of Independent Reading is student choice, which we
honor in the IDEA Public Schools Summer Reading program. All students will read one common
text and will choose one independent text for a total of 2 texts to read independently during
the summer. The Independent text should be a book that interests the student and is at their
independent reading level.
PART II: Summer Reading Program Booklist
Grade Level

6
7

Title

Summer Work

A Wrinkle in Time

One project from the
list of suggested
projects

Student choice from the IDEA
Lighthouse Independent Book
List

Suggested: Doubleentry journal or one
project from the list
of suggested projects

The Outsiders

One project from the
list of suggested
projects

Student choice from the IDEA
Lighthouse Independent Book
List

The Color Purple

8

Student choice from the IDEA
Lighthouse Independent Book
List

Beginning of School Work



Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay during the writing
workshop




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay (BWA 1)




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay during the writing
workshop

Suggested: Doubleentry journal or one
project from the list
of suggested projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay (BWA 1)

One project from the
list of suggested
projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay writing workshop




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay (BWA 1)

Suggested: Doubleentry journal or one
project from the list
of suggested projects

One project from the
list of suggested
projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay writing workshop

Suggested: Doubleentry journal or one
project from the list
of suggested projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay (BWA 1)

One project from the
list of suggested
projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay writing workshop

Suggested: Doubleentry journal or one
project from the list
of suggested projects




Lighthouse Log
Response to Literature
essay (BWA 1)

AP
English
Language

Teachers will choose to assign
students to read one of the
following texts:
 The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks
 Into the Wild
 Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass

One project from the
list of suggested
projects



Lighthouse Log

AP
English
Literature

The Things They Carried
&
One teacher-chosen text

Teacher-designed
project




Lighthouse Log
Prose Analysis Essays

Always Running

9

Student choice from the IDEA
Lighthouse Independent Book
List

The Handmaid’s Tale

10

Student choice from the IDEA
Lighthouse Independent Book
List

Part III: Ordering Books
 Option 1: Campus covers 100% of the cost
o Campus purchases a copy of the summer reading text for all students.
 Option 2: Campus and student each cover a percentage of the cost
o Campus purchases a copy of the summer reading text for all students and charges each
student a specific amount to finance a percentage of the cost of the book.
 Option 3: Student covers 100% of the cost
o Each individual student is in charge of purchasing their own text from a supplier of their
choice.
Part IV: Summer Reading Assessment
 Seminar Text
o Completed creative project
o Lighthouse Log (to be completed in the first two weeks of school)
o Shared writing of a Response to Literature essay during the Writing Workshop
 Independent Text
o Lighthouse Log (to be completed in the first month of school)
o Independent Response to Literature essay for Biweekly Assessment 1
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6th Grade English Language Arts Summer Reading:
Assignment Options

TITLE

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

FIRST TWO WEEK OF SCHOOL
• IDEA Lighthouse Log
• Shared writing of the Response to Literature essay

SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose ONE of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of school.

CREATIVE WRITING
• Write a news report about the journey Meg, Calvin, and Charles Wallace take to outer space.
Include who, what, when, where, & why in your 2-3 page article.
• Write a diary entry that Meg might write before her adventure. Write another diary entry for her
after she returns. Each diary entry should be at least one page.
• Create a planet in another galaxy. Describe the setting and the creatures that live there in 3-4
pages. What is life like on your imaginary planet? What do the inhabitants believe is good and
what do they think is evil? Compare and contrast your planet to Camazotz and Uriel.

RESEARCH
• Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about telepathy, clairvoyance, or
psychokinesis. Report on information about the topic, people who have been reported to have
these abilities, and any other interesting information you find.
• Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation about
telepathy, clairvoyance, or psychokinesis. Report on information about the topic, people who have
been reported to have these abilities, and any other interesting information you find.
ART
•
•
•
•

Draw a detailed picture of the farmhouse where Meg lives with her family. Include a picture of the
outside of the house as well as a drawing of the floor plan of the house. Write a paragraph that
describes the house.
Draw a detailed picture of a key scene from the novel. Write a paragraph explaining what is
happening in the scene and why it is important.
Draw a detailed picture of five characters from the book. Choose characters who are central to the
story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the novel. Be sure to include the characters and
place them correctly within your scene.

MUSIC
• Create a soundtrack to the novel using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that represent
characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen, write a paragraph that
explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the novel.
• Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes, and plot. Your
song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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7th Grade English Language Arts Summer Reading:
Assignment Options

TITLE

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

FIRST TWO WEEK OF SCHOOL
• IDEA Lighthouse Log
• Shared writing of the Response to Literature essay

SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose ONE of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of school.

CREATIVE WRITING
• Write a news report about the events in the story that occur in chapters 9 & 10. Include who, what,
when, where, & why in your 2-3 page article.
• Write a diary entry that Ponyboy might write at the beginning of the novel. Write another diary
entry for him at the end. Each diary entry should be at least one page.
• Write a newspaper article about one of the characters from the novel that takes place ten years
after the novel ends. Include who, what, when, where, & why in your 2-3 page article.

RESEARCH
• Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about the United States in the 1960s. Include
major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and anything else you find interesting.
• Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation about the
United States in the 1960s. Include major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and
anything else you find interesting.
ART
•
•
•
•

Draw a detailed map of the city in which the novel takes place. Label places that are important to
the novel’s plot, such as the Curtis home, the vacant lot, the park, and the drive-in movies.
Draw a detailed picture of a key scene from the novel. Write a paragraph explaining what is
happening in the scene and why it is important.
Draw a detailed picture of five characters from the book. Choose characters who are central to the
story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the novel. Be sure to include the characters and
place them correctly within your scene.

MUSIC
• Create a soundtrack to the novel using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that represent
characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen, write a paragraph that
explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the novel.
• Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes, and plot. Your
song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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8th Grade English Language Arts Summer Reading:
Assignment Options

TITLE

The Color Purple by Alice Walker

FIRST TWO WEEK OF SCHOOL
• IDEA Lighthouse Log
• Shared writing of the Response to Literature essay

SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose ONE of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of
school.

CREATIVE WRITING
• Write a short narrative in the form of a letter about something you have struggled with or
had to endure in your own life, just as Celie writes her letters to God.
• Write a letter persuading a friend to speak up for him or herself and find a voice as Celie
does in the text.
• Write a diary entry where you take on the role of a character in the novel and write from
that perspective to inform others about the hardships experienced by that character.

RESEARCH
• Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about the United States during the
Reconstruction Era. Include major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and
anything else you find interesting.
• Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation about
the United States during the Reconstruction Era. Include major events, newspaper
headlines, important people, and anything else you find interesting.
ART
•
•
•
•

Draw a new book cover for the novel. Write a paragraph explaining what the elements of
your new book cover entail and why you chose those specific images for your cover.
Draw a detailed picture of a key scene from a novel. Write a paragraph explaining what is
happening in the scene and why it is important.
Draw a detailed picture of four characters from the book. Choose characters who are
central to the story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the novel. Be sure to include the
characters and place them correctly within your scene.

MUSIC
• Create a soundtrack to the novel using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that represent
characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen, write a paragraph
that explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the novel.
• Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes, and
plot. Your song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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9th Grade English Language Arts Summer Reading:
Assignment Options

TITLE

Always Running by Luis Rodriguez

FIRST TWO WEEK OF SCHOOL
• IDEA Lighthouse Log
• Shared writing of the Response to Literature essay

SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose ONE of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of
school.

CREATIVE WRITING
• Write a short narrative in the form of a letter about something you have struggled with or
had to endure in your own life.
• Write a letter persuading a friend to speak up for him or herself and find a voice as Luis
does in the text.
• Write a diary entry where you take on the role of a character in the novel and write from
that perspective to inform others about the hardships experienced by that character.

INTERVIEW
• Interview: Write a 3-4 page paper on someone who has overcome a significant hardship or
obstacle in their life. Include the interview questions you asked the individual, key details
of the situation, and what motivated them to overcome the obstacle placed in their path.
• Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation about
someone who has overcome a significant hardship or obstacle in their life. Include the
interview questions you asked the individual, key details of the situation, and what
motivated them to overcome the obstacle placed in their path.
ART
•
•
•
•

Draw a new book cover for the novel. Write a paragraph explaining what the elements of
your new book cover entail and why you chose those specific images for your cover.
Draw a detailed picture of a key scene from a novel. Write a paragraph explaining what is
happening in the scene and why it is important.
Draw a detailed picture of four characters from the book. Choose characters who are
central to the story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the novel. Be sure to include the
characters and place them correctly within your scene.

MUSIC
• Create a soundtrack to the novel using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that represent
characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen, write a paragraph
that explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the novel.
• Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes, and
plot. Your song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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10th Grade English Language Arts Summer Reading:
Assignment Options

TITLE

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margret Atwood

FIRST TWO WEEK OF SCHOOL
• IDEA Lighthouse Log
• Shared writing of the Response to Literature essay

SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose ONE of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of school.

CREATIVE WRITING
• Write a short narrative about an injustice you have had to face thus far in your life. Make sure to
describe the incident and indicate how it impacted you.
• Write a letter persuading a group of people to speak up for their individual and unalienable rights.
• Write a diary entry where you take on the role of a character in the novel and write from that
perspective to inform others about the hardships experienced by that character.
• Create a new country in 3-4 pages. Describe the rights and laws that would exist in your country.
What is life like for a citizen of your new nation? What are your country’s core beliefs, values, and
aspirations? Compare and contrast your country to the Republic of Gilead.

RESEARCH
• Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about the Women’s Suffrage or Civil Rights
Movement in the United States. Include major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and
anything else you find interesting.
• Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation about the
Women’s Suffrage or Civil Rights Movement in the United States. Include major events, newspaper
headlines, important people, and anything else you find interesting.
ART
•
•
•
•

Draw a new book cover for the novel. Write a paragraph explaining what the elements of your new
book cover entail and why you chose those specific images for your cover.
Draw a detailed picture of a key scene from a novel. Write a paragraph explaining what is
happening in the scene and why it is important.
Draw a detailed picture of four characters from the book. Choose characters who are central to the
story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the novel. Be sure to include the characters and
place them correctly within your scene.

MUSIC
• Create a soundtrack to the novel using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that represent
characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen, write a paragraph that
explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the novel.
• Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes, and plot. Your
song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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AP English Language & Composition Summer Reading
TITLE
Teachers will choose one book from the following list:
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass
FIRST TWO WEEKS OF SCHOOL
 Lighthouse Log
 Response to Literature essay
SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose one of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of
school. Teachers may also create projects aligned directly to the novel chosen. The
projects below serve as an example of the types of projects students might complete for the
Summer Reading text.
CREATIVE WRITING
 Write journal entries from the point of view of one of the characters in the text.
Include key events from the text and the character’s responses to those events.
RESEARCH
 Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about the setting of the text.
Include major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and anything else
you find interesting.
 Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation
about the setting of the text. Include major events, newspaper headlines, important
people, and anything else you find interesting.
ART
 Draw a detailed picture of a key scene or event from the text. Write a paragraph
explaining what is happening in the scene and why it is important.
 Draw a detailed picture of five characters from the book. Choose characters who are
central to the story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
 Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the text. Be sure to include the
characters and place them correctly within your scene.
MUSIC
 Create a soundtrack to the text using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that
represent characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen,
write a paragraph that explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the
novel.
 Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes,
and events in the text. Your song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.
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AP English Literature & Composition Summer Reading
TITLE
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
FIRST FOUR WEEKS OF SCHOOL
 Lighthouse Log
 Response to Literature essays
SUMMER PROJECT
Students should choose one of the projects listed below to complete by the first day of
school. Teachers may also create projects aligned directly to the novel chosen. The
projects below serve as an example of the types of projects students might complete for the
Summer Reading text.
CREATIVE WRITING
 Write journal entries from the point of view of one of the characters in the text.
Include key events from the text and the character’s responses to those events.
RESEARCH
 Informational Essay: Write a 3-4 page research paper about the setting of the text.
Include major events, newspaper headlines, important people, and anything else
you find interesting.
 Visual Presentation (Power Point, Prezi, Video, etc.): Create a 5 minute presentation
about the setting of the text. Include major events, newspaper headlines, important
people, and anything else you find interesting.
ART
 Draw a detailed picture of a key scene or event from the text. Write a paragraph
explaining what is happening in the scene and why it is important.
 Draw a detailed picture of five characters from the book. Choose characters who are
central to the story. Write a paragraph description of each character.
 Create a three-dimensional model of a scene from the text. Be sure to include the
characters and place them correctly within your scene.
MUSIC
 Create a soundtrack to the text using 10-12 songs you know. Choose songs that
represent characters, settings, events, or themes in the story. For each song chosen,
write a paragraph that explains why you chose the song and how it relates to the
novel.
 Write the lyrics to a song about the novel. Consider the characters, setting, themes,
and events in the text. Your song should be approximately 2-3 minutes long.

Part 2:
Humanities

Humanities Summer Reading Program 2017-18
6th Grade Pre-AP World Cultures (Required)
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park --AND-- Three Wishes by Deborah Ellis
Student Assignment: Assignments can be found at http://bit.ly/IDEAsummerreading

A Long Walk to Water Synopsis: The story
begins as two stories about two eleven-year-olds
in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The
girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two
hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips
to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes
one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who
cover the African continent on foot as they search
for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every
hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with
killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on
to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.

Three Wishes Synopsis: This collection of accounts
from young people between the ages of 8 and 18
portrays the sapping toll of war on their lives. Instead of
looking toward their futures, these kids are watching
their backs. Instead of playing games of pick-up ball in
the street, they're lobbing rocks at soldier's and
dodging tear gas and bullets. Israeli students are
pressed into military service. In Palestine, the scanty
settlements are overcrowded and unsafe. Each narrative is prefaced
with a short historical or personal background description providing
a point of reference for the sentiments expressed.

7th Grade Pre-AP Texas History (Required)
The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez --AND-- Alamo All-Stars by Nathan Hale
Student Assignment: Assignments can be found at http://bit.ly/IDEAsummerreading

The Circuit Synopsis: After dark in a Mexican

border town, a father holds open a hole in a wire
fence as his wife and two small boys crawl through.
So begins life in the United States for many people
every day. And so begins this collection of twelve
autobiographical stories by Santa Clara University
professor Francisco Jimenez, who at the age of four
illegally crossed the border with his family in 1947.

Alamo All-Stars Synopsis: In the early 1800s,

Native Americans, the Mexican government, and
settlers from other areas of the United States were
fighting over the territory that would become the Lone
Star state. Hale's vivid illustrations and witty text tell
the story, from Texas's near wilderness beginnings to
the Battle of the Alamo and Gen. Sam Houston's
ultimate victory at the Battle of San Jacinto.

8th Grade Pre-AP US History (Required)
Copper Sun by Sharon M Draper --AND-- Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales: One Dead Spy by Nathan Hale
Student Assignment: Assignments can be found at http://bit.ly/IDEAsummerreading

Copper Sun Synopsis: The story begins in

Amari's Ashanti village, but the idyllic scene
explodes in bloodshed when slavers arrive and
murder her family. Amari and her beloved, Besa,
are shackled, and so begins the account of
impossible horrors from the slave fort, the Middle
Passage, and auction on American shores. The
sheer power of the story, balanced between the overwhelmingly
brutal facts of slavery and Amari's ferocious survivor's spirit, will
leave readers breathless, even as they consider the story's larger
questions about the infinite costs of slavery and how to reconcile
history.

One Dead Spy Synopsis: One Dead Spy tackles

the story of Nathan Hale, an officer and spy for the
American rebels during the Revolutionary War.
Author Hale highlights the unusual, gruesome, and
just plain unbelievable truth of historical Nathan
Hale—from his early unlucky days at Yale to his later
unlucky days as an officer—and America during the
Revolutionary War.

9th Grade AP Human Geography (Required)
Far From Home by Na’ima B. Robert
Far From Home Synopsis: When is a terrorist a freedom fighter? This stirring novel tells the history of what is
now Zimbabwe, was once Southern Rhodesia, and for long before that, was the land of tribal peoples. The
tragedy of displacement is the core of the drama: how the whites (the Portuguese, the Boers, and finally, the
British) took the blacks’ ancestral land with brutal removals to native reserves and imposed taxes that forced
the men to leave their families to work in the mines. The plain, first-person prose follows the viewpoints of
individual young people across generations.
Assignment Description: The AP Human Geography Summer Reading Packet includes foundational practice
with skills and concepts necessary for AP Human Geography as well as literary and historical analysis questions
on the novel Far From Home. Assignments can be found at http://bit.ly/IDEAsummerreading

10th 11th and 12th Grade AP Humanities
One of the goals of the changes to AP History and Social Science course descriptions by College Board is to encourage a flexible
approach to teaching content. To this end, AP Humanities 10th-12th grade teachers, with campus approval, will select at least
one summer reading book for their course. Teachers will include a supplementary assignment, tailored to their course goals and
needs, to accompany or expand upon the summer reading text. A list of summer reading book options is included below; all
selections are made by the individual campus teacher, with the exception of Far From Home, the ninth grade summer reading book.
Contact your campus teacher to determine your specific assignment.

High School Texts, Selected by the Teacher
AP Human Geography

AP World History

AP US History

AP Government and Economics

REQUIRED: Far From Home by
Na’ima B. Robert

A History of the World in 6
Glasses by Tom Standage

The Tragedy of American
Diplomacy by William Appleman
Williams

The Liberty Amendments:
Restoring the American
Republic by Mark Levin

Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared
Diamond

A People's History of the
United States by Howard Zinn

The Orange Book: Reclaiming
Liberalism by P. Marshall, D. Laws

Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side
of the All-American Meal by Eric
Schlosser

Year of the Hyenas: A Novel of
Murder in Ancient Egypt by Brad
Geagley

Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee by Dee Brown

Basic Economics 4th Ed: A
Common Sense Guide to the
Economy by Thomas Sowell

Nickel and Dimed: On Not
Getting by in America by Barbara
Ehrenreich

The Creation of Patriarchy by
Gerda Lerner

From Columbus to ConAgra by
Alessandro Bonanno

Mexico: From the Olmecs to the
Aztecs by M. Coe & R. Koontz

How Soccer Explains the World
by Franklin Foer
Kiss the Dust by Elizabeth Laird

The Cold War by John Gaddis
Unbroken by Lauren Hillenbrand

Freakonomics: A Rogue
Economist Explores the Hidden
Side of Everything by S. Dubner
and S. Levitt
1984 by George Orwell

